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ism," though they were doing nothing more than trying to get
back as much as they could of what had been their own. It was
always obvious that the principle of nationality needed great care
in its application, and equally that all the care in the world would
not prevent instances occurring of the necessary overriding of
that principle—which meant the existence of National Minorities,
often considerable, in various States. The claims put forward by
the Polish Delegation covered important National Minorities;
Poland besides had in her large Jewish population a so-called
National Minority problem such as no other State had to face.
POLAND AND THE JEWS
When the War broke out there were about three million Jews in
Russian and Austrian Poland; there were upwards of 300,000 in
Warsaw alone. Some Jews had been assimilated, and were styled
"Poles of the Jewish faith," but the vast majority retained their
own language, dress and customs, and lived a separate life as far
as possible. Most of the Polish Jews were on the side of the
Central Powers; many identified themselves with Germanism;
others demanded national autonomy for Jewry in Poland. Before
the Peace Conference Jews streamed to Paris from Europe and
America, and made an intensive propaganda out of the stories
given prominence in the Press of pogroms perpetrated by Poles
on Jews at Lwow in November 1918. These stories were exag-
gerated, the truth being that some sixty Jews supporting the
Ukrainians were killed during the fighting for the possession of
that city between the Poles and the Ukrainians. One journal put
the number of Jewish victims at from 2,500 to 3,000! But until
the truth was known it was believed that the Polish Government
was organizing pogroms, and a formidable campaign was con-
ducted by Jews in England, France and America against Poland
on the score of this and other alleged outrages on Polish Jews.
Some Jews in Paris were strongly in favour of national rights, but
others spoke merely of the emancipation of their co-religionists in
the East, or equal rights. There was also a tendency on the part of
some Jews to co-operate with the Ukrainians, whose delegation on
February 10, 1919, addressed a memorandum to the Supreme

